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There has never been such a country for rich men
and huge business organisations as the United
States of America, and millionaires such as J. D. Rocke-
feller of the Standard Oil Company, the Vanderbilts
with their vast transport interests, great landowners like
the Astors, and others, have become household names
all over the world. Numbers of them have amassed
fortunes ranging into scores of millions of dollars, but of
them all no one exerted a greater influence on Ameri-
can industry than Henry Ford. He was different, too,
from some of the other multi-millionaires whose large
fortunes have been made by methods of which no one
could approve, for Ford, as the reader will learn, ac-
quired his wealth through his own native shrewdness
and by sheer, honest hard work.

William Ford, Henry's father, was of English descent,
having emigrated to America in 1847, and settled on
a farm at Dearborn, near Detroit, in Wayne County,
Michigan. There he married Mary Litogot, the daughter
of Dutch parents, and on July 30, 1863, a son was born
to whom the happy couple gave the name of Henry.
Thus the man who was to set half the world on wheels
spent his childhood among the clucking of hens, the
lowing of cattle and all the other sights and sounds
inseparable from a farm. His schooling was such as any
country boy received in those days, and continued until

292